











by Patricia Bourne

Like most teachers, I'm always on the search for ways to expand the repertoire of ma-
terials used for instruction with my general music students. A leisurely stroll through a
comfortable book store will often yield immediate results that students, their c¢lassroom
teachers, and I enjoy.

Children’s literature—both books and poetry—is an excellent source of lesson ma-
terial for music teachers. Within the binding of a typical child’s book, we read with
a steady beat; our voice accelerates, rises and falls in pitch, and captures the quali-
ties of characters. Phrases develop.as form and structure is revealed. We see images
that reflect the world, and it’s often 2 musical world at that.

Pve noticed how reading to the students has both a calming and motivating result.
First graders delight with the vocal explorations and tempo shifts of We're Going
On a Bear Hunt, while fourth and fifth graders create splendid orchestrations for the
Native American story The Rough-Face Girl.

Enhancing music instruction through children’s books is a win-win, as this experience
is so strongly linked to our ultimate responsibility—to educate children. Education
equals literacy. Because both literacy and musicianship require students to decode,
listen, communicate, create, develop, and expand vocabulary and expressive skills,
literacy is naturally developed through music, and vice versa. A natural and comn-
fortable link is made in a student’s brain when the contents of a story bring life to
music, and the addition of music brings life to the story.

One need not search too far to find a vast array of texts that work brilliantly for mul-
tiple music concepts. In fact, a quick turn of the page will reveal an extensive list of
books, all of which were indicated as real winners within the general music classroom.
This list reflects input from my friends and fellow teachers Judy Bohnet, Stacy Britton,
Serene Patton, and Karen Oie, as well as my own teaching experiences. All of these books
are readily available (I checked on Amazon.com for each onel) and ready for use. They
are listed in alphabetical order, and grades levels are included as a point of interest; how-
ever, many have appeal to 2 wide range of grades and developmental ages.

Happy reading!
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Lloyd Moss and Instrumentation
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Rafé Martln and
Dav1d Shannon

Tempo. Steady beatlchanomg beat
Form: Repetition
Tone Color: Vocal/ Instrumental

Michael Rosen and
Helen Oxenbury

Amencan performer

Pam Munoz Ryan
Style Sp1r1tual

When Marian Sang: The True
and Bnan Selznick

Recital of Marian Anderson

10 Aﬂtiﬁfaie‘- | February/March 2008




